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Your  Will. 

One  of  the  most  solemn  and  sacred  duties  that  any- 
Christian  can  discharge,  is  to  decide  what  disposition  shall 
be  made  of  the  property  the  Lord  has  given  him  after  his 
departure  from  this  world. 

Many  Christian  people  are  not  as  thoroughly  Christian 
and  unselfish  in  making  their  last  will  and  testament  as 
they  ought  to  be,  and  perhaps  only  a  few  of  them  canvass 
the  grave  question  as  to  what  is  the  highest  possible  use 
that  they  may  make  of  their  possessions  by  way  of  will  or 
bequest. 

In  addition  to  the  danger  which  frequently  emerges  of 
ruin  to  the  character  of  those  to  whom  large  means,  or 
even  smaller  means,  is  left,  there  is  a  great  opportunity 
to  bestow  money  upon  the  causes  of  the  Church  so  as  to 
continue  useful  service  long  after  one  has  departed  from 
this  world. 

There  is  no  higher  use  that  could  be  made  of  money 
than  to  establish  a  foundation  that  would  support  worthy 
and  promising  and  godly  young  men  who  have  conse- 
crated themselves  to  the  ministry  while  they  were  in 
course  of  preparation  for  this  great  work.  Some  of  the 
Seminaries  of  the  Church  have  considerable  scholarship 
funds  that  have  been  given  by  godly  men  and  women  in 
the  past  for  this  purpose,  but  the  Columbia  Theological 
Seminary  has  virtually  nothing  in  this  way,  and  as  the 
number  of  students  has  greatly  increased  the  call  is  a  very 
urgent  one  for  the  founding  of  scholarships  of  this  kind. 

I,  therefore,  beg  every  reader  under  whose  eyes 
these  words  may  come  to  canvass  the  question  whether  he 
could  do  anything  better  with  some  of  the  means  that  God 
has  given  him,  than  to  give  it  outright  while  living  to 


found  a  scholarship,  perhaps  a  memorial  scholarship,  as  a 
testimony  of  affectionate  regard  for  the  memory  of 
father  or  mother,  or  some  deceased  relative,  or  some 
beloved  friend;  or  else  to  leave  by  bequest  in  his  will  a 
sufficient  amount  to  establish  a  scholarship  of  this  kind. 
Two  thousand  dollars  would  yield  a  sufficient  interest  to 
support  a  young  man  during  his  Seminary  course.  I 
challenge  the  attention  of  any  who  may  be  considering 
this  matter  with  theclaimthat  no  other  possible  use  of  this 
same  amount  of  money  would  result  in  larger  measures  of 
influence  and  usefulness  in  all  the  future.  The  contribu- 
tion to  the  Church  and  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  to  the 
highest  ends  of  Christian  Service  could  not  be  surpassed 
by  any  other  use  of  money  rather  than  this.  I  beg,  there- 
fore, that  you  will  at  once  consider  this  matter  promptly 
and  prayerfully,  and  if  you  are  so  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God, 
will  make  your  will  to  that  effect,  or  add  a  codicil  to  your 
will  that  you  have  already  made,  making  such  provision. 


Your  Money. 

There  are  several  things  that  may  be  said  upon  this  sub- 
ject. First:  Your  money  is  your  Lord's  money.  The 
servant  in  the  parable  which  Jesus  spoke  took  what  he 
thought  was  his  own  money  and  hid  it  in  a  hole  in  the 
ground,  but  when  he  came  to  judgment  he  discovered  that 
this  money  which  he  regarded  as  his  own  was  regarded  by 
his  Lord  as  "his  Lord's  money,"  and  he  was  condemned 
for  his  unwise  and  unfaithful  use  of  "his  Lord's  money," 
which  he  doubtless  thought  was  his  own,  to  do  with  what 
he  pleased  with. 

Second :  Your  money  has  been  given  to  you  in  trust  by 
your  Lord  that  you  may  use  it  for  the  very  highest  ends 
of  glorifying  Him  and  building  up  His  kingdom.  And 
as  a  steward  of  the  means  given  to  you,  your  highest  duty, 
which  will  develop  in  you  the  graces  of  the  Christian  in 


larger  measure,  than,  perhaps,  any  other,  is  to  inquire, 
"How  can  I  use  the  means  which  the  Lord  has  given  me 
so  as  to  help  most  the  kingdom  of  my  Lord?"  When  you 
have  discovered  the  mode  in  which  by  using  the  Lord's 
money  the  interests  of  Christ's  Kingdom  will  be  most 
advanced,  then  you  will  know  what  it  is  his  will  that  you 
should  do  with  the  means  He  has  committed  to  you  in 
trust. 

Third :  Your  money  is  your  own  to  spend  upon  yourself 
and  your  family  only  to  the  degree  that  the  money  spent 
upon  you  or  upon  them  will  best  enable  them  to  render 
their  best  service  to  the  Kingdom  of  your  Lord  and  Savior 
Jesus  Christ. 

The  principle  is  that  no  money  should  be  spent  upon  self 
or  upon  one's  household  for  purely  selfish  reasons,  but  only 
in  the  way  that  will  best  minister  to  your  own  develop- 
ment, or  that  of  your  family  as  servants  of  the  Kingdom 
and  of  the  gracious  Lord. 

Now,  there  is  a  cause  which  is  the  highest  in  the  King- 
dom of  God,  which  at  once  embraces  Home  Missions,  For- 
eign Missions,  Education  and  Publication.  It  is  the  cause 
of  the  support  of  candidates  for  the  Ministry  who  are  in 
process  of  preparation  to  preach  the  Gospel  in  our  Theo- 
logical Seminaries.  These  young  men,  as  to  their  worthi- 
ness and  need,  are  vouched  for  by  their  Sessions  and  Pres- 
byteries and  by  the  Theological  Seminary  as  being  young 
men  who  need  the  money  in  order  for  their  support,  who 
are  faithful  and  earnest  and  devoted,  and  in  every  way 
worthy,  and,  therefore,  no  mistake  can  be  made  in  your 
gifts  to  this  great  cause.  If  you  will  only  think  of  it, 
there  is  nothing  that  should  appeal  more  to  you  than  in 
providing  for  these  young  servants  of  your  Lord,  who 
offer  to  give  their  lives  to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel. 
Send  your  contributions  at  once  to  the  President  or  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Seminary,  Mr.  T.  S.  Bryan,  Columbia, 
S.  C. 


Your  Gifts. 

We  all  delight  to  make  gifts,  and  the  value  and  the  con- 
stancy of  our  gifts  is  determined  by  our  valuation  and 
appreciation  of  the  person  to  whom  the  gifts  are  offered. 
We  will  not  be  content  with  making  petty  gifts  to  one 
whom  we  esteem  as  constituting  a  large  part  of  our  lives. 
And  the  value  and  the  extent  of  our  gifts  to  our  Lord  and 
Savior  will  express  the  degree  of  our  appreciation  of  Him. 
Our  gifts  may  be  those  of  faith,  and  love  and  obedience, 
but  we  cannot  exclude  from  these  gifts  the  money  and 
the  means  which  our  Lord  particularly  requires  in  order 
to  the  support  of  His  Kingdom. 

It  may  be  well  for  us  further  to  inquire  whether  we  do 
not  have  first  to  pay  our  debts  to  our  Lord  before  we  can 
really  make  Him  any  gifts.  Under  the  old  dispensation, 
or  the  old  covenant,  the  tithe  was  obligatory  and  gifts 
could  not  be  made  until  the  tithe  was  paid. 

Perhaps  the  principle  may  be  applied  now,  that  a  Chris- 
tian ought  to  give  at  least  a  tenth  in  payment  of  debts  to 
the  Church  and  to  the  Kingdom  of  God  before  he  can  be 
entitled  to  regard  himself  as  a  giver.  No  one  can  be  sat- 
isfied without  bringing  glad  offerings  to  express  gratitude 
and  appreciation  to  our  Lord  and  asking  Him  to  use  them 
for  the  work  and  service  of  His  Kingdom.  In  making 
such  gifts  perhaps  the  best  opportunity  will  be  found  in 
providing  the  means  for  supporting  the  Lord's  servants 
who  are  preparing  to  preach  the  Lord's  Gospel. 

This  cause  unites  in  itself  all  of  the  other  causes  and 
ought  to  have  the  largest  place  in  the  heart  of  the  people 
of  God.  The  Columbia  Theological  Seminary  has  more 
students  than  for  fifty  years,  and  many  of  them  are  not 
fully  provided  for,  although  vouched  for  by  their  Ses- 
sions, Presbyteries  and  the  Seminary  as  being  worthy, 
and,  therefore,  it  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  privilege  by 


the  people  of  God  in  the  Synods  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama  to  hasten  by  gifts  to  pro- 
vide for  their  support. 


Your  Debts. 

I  know  that  you  expect  to  pay  your  debts;  that  you 
value  yourself  upon  your  punctuality  and  readiness  to 
meet  all  of  your  financial  obligations,  but  this  query  can- 
not always  be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  "Do  you  pay 
your  debts  to  God?" 

In  the  first  place,  you  owe  Him  all  that  you  have,  and  all 
that  you  are,  and  are  to  use  your  endowments,  personal 
and  your  financial  means  with  a  view  to  serving  Him  by 
helping  in  the  work  of  His  Kingdom. 

In  the  second  place,  you  have  no  right  to  devote  to  the 
service  of  His  Kingdom,  a  very  small  insignificant  frac- 
tional part  of  your  means.  The  old  Jew,  under  the  for- 
mer Covenant,  was  required  to  give  one-tenth  of  his 
income  to  the  Kingdom,  and  you  surely  ought  not  to  be 
content  with  giving  any  less.  The  law  of  the  tithe  may 
have  been  repealed,  but  the  principle  that  lies  back  of  it 
will  never  be  repealed,  namely,  that  systematic  and  studi- 
ous and  prayerful  giving,  paying  to  the  Lord  of  some  just 
proportion  of  our  income  for  the  support  of  the  Gospel 
and  to  its  institutions,  is  a  binding  and  unrepealable  duty. 

In  the  third  place,  you  cannot  pay  your  debts  to  God 
without  studying  to  find  the  way  in  which,  by  putting  in 
the  money  that  you  owe  Him,  you  will  get  the  largest 
returns  in  the  way  of  helpful  service  to  Him  and  to  His 
Kingdom.  And  if  you  will  study  the  condition  of  the 
Church  today,  represented  in  the  Synods  of  South  Caro- 
lina, Georgia,  Florida  and  Alabama,  you  will  find  it  impos- 
sible to  discover  any  way  in  which  you  can  invest  your 
money  that  will  bring  in  larger  returns  than  to  give  it  to 
the  students'  fund  at  the  Columbia  Theological  Seminary, 


where  sixty  young  men  are  studying  for  the  Gospel  Min- 
istry, all  of  them  worthy,  deserving  and  most  of  them 
needy.  Some  of  them  will  be  compelled  to  give  up  the 
Gospel  Ministry  unless  you,  or  some  other  like  you,  find 
your  opportunity  here  to  pay  your  debts  to  God  and  His 
Kingdom  by  furnishing  the  needed  means  for  their  sup- 
port. 


Your  Opportunity. 

Perhaps  the  thing  which  the  world  values  most  is 
money.  And  every  Christian  has  a  larger  or  smaller 
amount  which  gives  him  the  opportunity  of  showing  the 
difference  between  him  and  the  world  in  the  use  which  he 
makes  of  it.  As  a  steward  and  a  trustee  for  his  Lord  his 
obligation  is  to  make  the  use  of  it  which  will  result  in  the 
largest  interest  and  the  biggest  return  in  the  way  of  the 
upbuilding  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  It  is  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  trustee,  however  small  or  large  the  amount 
of  money  with  which  he  is  entrusted  by  his  Lord,  to 
inquire  "where  is  the  place  I  can  invest  this  money  so  as  to 
enable  it  to  do  the  most  that  it  can  for  the  honor  of  Christ 
and  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  work  of  the  Kingdom?" 

The  place  that  perhaps  combines  more  features  of  use- 
fulness more  than  any  other  in  which  money  can  be  placed 
is  in  the  support  and  maintenance  of  worthy  and  useful 
young  men  in  the  Theological  Seminaries,  and  the  Colum- 
bia Theological  Seminary  is  very  fortunate  in  having  a 
large  number  of  worthy  and  devoted  and  attractive  young 
men  whose  Session  and  Presbyteries  vouch  for  their 
worthiness  and  need,  but  who  as  yet  are  not  sufficiently 
provided  for  so  as  to  continue  their  course  of  study. 

The  earnest  appeal  is,  therefore,  made  to  every  one  who 
reads  these  lines  to  inquire  whether  there  is  any  way  in 
which  he  can  invest  a  smaller  or  larger  amount  of  money 
more  profitably  for  the  highest  interests  than  to  send  it  to 


the  Theological  Seminary  so  that  these  candidates  may 
continue  their  course  of  study.  Already,  more  than  one 
young  man  has  had  to  refrain  from  coming  to  the  Insti- 
tution because  of  the  lack  of  means,  and  still  others  were 
advised  that  there  were  no  funds  that  could  provide  for 
their  support.  While  the  Institution  has  nearly  sixty 
students  now,  it  could  have  had  seventy-five,  had  the 
money  been  provided.  Surely  the  people  of  God,  His 
trustees,  whom  He  has  so  confidently  trusted  with  His 
money  are  not  going  to  permit  the  President  and  the  Fac- 
ulty of  this  Seminary  and  the  Directors  of  this  Institution 
to  say  that  the  Lord's  people  will  not  furnish  the  money, 
and,  therefore,  students  will  have  to  discontinue  their 
study  for  the  Ministry. 


Your  Seminart/. 

All  of  the  Ministers,  officers  and  members  of  the  Synods 
which  control  Columbia  Seminary,  will  be  glad  to  know 
that  there  are  fifty-four  students  actually  on  the  grounds 
engaged  in  prosecuting  their  studies,  and  that  quite  a 
number  of  others  will  come  at  a  later  time,  making  the 
number  of  students  this  year  at  least  sixty. 

They  will  also  be  interested  in  knowing  that  the  scholar- 
ship funds  of  the  Seminary  will  not  provide  for  the  sup- 
port of  these  yong  men.  The  facts  are  noteworthy  that 
the  other  two  chief  Seminaries  in  the  Church  have  schol- 
arship funds  of  something  like  a  hundred  thousand  dollars 
each,  while  Columbia  Seminary  at  the  very  most  would 
have  only  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  of  scholarship  funds, 
interest  upon  which  will  yield  an  insignificant  sum  as 
compared  with  the  needs  of  the  case. 

The  only  recourse,  therefore,  that  is  left  to  the  Institu- 
tion, is  pending  the  receipt  of  endowment  funds  which 
will  certainly  come  in  the  course  of  the  years,  to  appeal  to 
the  Churches  and  to  the  benevolent  people  in  our  Church 
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membership  to  provide  for  the  support  of  these  young 
men  in  the  Seminary. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  this  could  be  done,  first, 
the  particular  Churches  might  take  some  student  and 
guarantee  his  support,  or  an  individual  Church  might 
place  the  Seminary  upon  its  budget  for  a  certain  amount 
or  a  certain  portion  of  its  funds.  Second,  certainly 
benevolent  individuals  in  the  four  Synods  might  have  the 
vision  to  see  the  needs  of  the  Seminary  and  send  to  the 
President  such  contributions  as  they  may  feel  able  to  give 
for  this  cause. 

The  ministers  owe  the  duty  to  their  people,  and  to  the 
cause  of  Ministerial  Education  to  present  these  facts  to 
their  congregations.  Surely  there  ought  to  be  no  preacher 
in  the  four  States  of  Georgia,  Florida,  Alabama  and  South 
Carolina,  who  does  not  make  his  people  know  that  the 
Columbia  Seminary  has  this  large  number  of  students 
and  that  their  support  must  be  provided  for  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  and  by  all 
the  Seminaries,  viz. :  that  for  worthy,  deserving  and  needy 
students,  $100  is  provided  by  the  Central  Committee  of 
Louisville,  and  $100  is  expected  to  be  provided  by  the 
Theological  Seminary  which  the  student  attends ;  so  that 
the  call  is  as  urgent  as  it  possibly  could  be  for  our  Minis- 
ters to  rally  to  this  Seminary  and  to  the  cause  of  the  edu- 
cation of  candidates  for  the  Ministry. 

The  fact  that  the  Seminary  could  have  had  75  students 
had  it  been  provided  with  the  means  for  their  support, 
should  be  known  by  all  our  ministers,  officers  and  people. 


Your  Reward. 

It  is  noteworthy  that  the  wicked  and  slothful  servant 
whom  our  Lord  ordered  to  be  cast  in  "outer  darkness," 
was  the  man  who  hid  his  Lord's  money  in  a  hole  in  the 
ground,  and  the  man  who  hears  the  word,  spoken  by  his 
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Lord,  "Well  done  good  and  faithful  servant,  thou  hast 
been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord,"  is  the  man  who  is  wise  and  faithful  in  the 
proper  use  of  his  own  money  and  "his  Lord's  money."  If, 
therefore,  you  are  anticipating  a  reward  in  the  next  life, 
the  proper  plan  for  you  to  pursue  is  to  begin  at  once  to 
make  friends  through  "the  mammon  of  unrighteousness, 
so  that  when  you  are  called  hence  those  whom  you  have 
helped  will  be  waiting  to  receive  you  "into  the  everlasting 
habitations."  You  will  likely  find  nowhere  so  admirable 
and  completely  satisfactory  an  opportunity  to  spend  your 
"Lord's  money"  in  a  wise  way  and  at  the  same  time  ma'xe 
everlasting  friends  who  will  remember  you  here  and  greet 
you  joyfully  in  the  eternal  life  that  lies  beyond,  as  by  fur- 
nishing the  means  which  will  enable  some  worthy  and 
deserving  young  men  to  continue  their  study  for  the  prep- 
aration for  the  Gospel  Ministry.  And  all  of  the  service 
they  will  render  in  the  future  will  be  shared  in  by  you  in 
the  degree  which  you  help  them  through  the  money  with 
which  you  aid  them ;  and  at  the  same  time  you  will  have 
the  reward  spoken  of  in  the  Word  that  "some  men's  works 
go  before  them  to  judgment,  and  some  they  follow  after." 
In  all  the  eternal  future,  the  good  that  was  done  by  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel  on  the  part  of  these  young  men 
will  be  shared  in  by  you  and  their  works  will  follow  after 
you  with  the  benedictions  which  will  warm  your  heart  in 
the  perfect  life  of  love  and  glory. 


Your  Faculty. 

The  Extension  Lectures  delivered  by  members  of  the 
Faculty  of  the  Theological  Seminary  are  attracting  quite 
a  good  deal  of  attention.  The  following,  from  the  pen  of 
Dr.  Sevier,  in  The  Presbyterian,  published  by  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  will  show  the  view 
had  of  the  lectures  in  prospect  and  an  extract  will  be  given 
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FACULTY. 

Top   Row:  Dr.   Reavis,  Dr.  White.     Bottom    Row:    Dr.    Reed,    Dr.    Whaling, 

Dr.  MePheeters. 


also,  showing  the  results  of  the  lectures  as  given  by  Dr. 
Sevier : 

Our  Lecturers. 

"We  feel  quite  fortunate  that  our  Church  was  selected 
as  the  first  place  in  which  the  Columbia  Extension  Lec- 
tures are  to  be  given.  The  men  who  are  to  deliver  these 
lectures  are  the  peer  of  any  scholars  in  the  country,  each 
man  an  expert  in  his  field  of  study. 

Dr.  Whaling  carries  the  titles  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  and 
Doctor  of  Laws,  and  is  president  of  the  Seminary.  He 
was  a  most  successful  pastor  in  Texas  and  Virginia  before 
his  election  to  the  presidency  of  the  Seminary.  He  teaches 
Theology  and  is  well  qualified  to  speak  on  his  subject, 
'The  Atonement  and  the  Modern  Mind.' 

Dr.  McPheters  has  the  same  degrees,  and  is  the  profes- 
sor of  Old  Testament  Literature  and  Exegesis.  He  is  a 
man  of  splendid  parts,  and  is  heard  with  attention  wher- 
ever he  goes.  His  subject  is  a  compelling  one,  being  'Our 
Lord  as  an  Interpreter  of  Scripture.' 

Dr.  White,  in  addition  to  the  same  titles,  is  a  Doctor  of 
Philosophy.  He  teaches  New  Testament  Literature  and 
Exegesis.  Few  men  hold  their  hearers  as  Dr.  White,  and 
his  subject  on  Tuesday  night  will  draw  many  who  want  to 
know  'The  Teaching  of  the  New  Testament  Concerning 
Heaven  as  a  Definite  Place.' 

Dr.  Reed  has  the  same  degrees  and  is  professor  of 
Church  History  and  Polity.  Dr.  Reed  has  been  one  of 
the  formers  of  the  Church,  having  occupied  important 
positions  in  many  General  Assemblies.  He  has  been 
heard  in  Augusta  with  great  pleasure.  His  subject  is 
'The  Apostolicity  of  Presbyterianism.'     Hear  ye  him ! 

Dr.  Reavis,  with  the  same  degrees,  is  perhaps  the  best 
known  of  all  the  professors  in  Augusta,  having  supplied 
for  the  pastor  on  several  occasions,  and  once  holding  a 
series  of  meetings  in  the  open-air  services  for  us.     His 
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subject  is  a  compelling  one  on  'Fullness  of  Life  Through 
the  Revelation  of  the  Presence  of  God.'  " 

Dr.  Sevier  writes  to  the  President  of  the  Seminary  on 
November  28th  as  follows  : 

"Dear  Dr.  Whaling:  On  behalf  of  our  Church  and  its 
entire  membership  I  want  to  thank  you,  and  through  you 
the  members  of  your  Faculty,  for  the  splendid  Lectures 
which  you  recently  gave  in  our  Church.  Each  man  made 
a  definite  impression  for  good,  and  I  am  sure  that  the 
results  of  your  teaching  will  be  seen  in  the  lives  of  our 
people.  I  feel  that  the  fellowship  which  we  have  had  with 
you  and  the  other  brethren  has  not  been  the  least  benefit 
which  we  have  received." 

In  the  Church  papers  Dr.  Sevier  also  writes : 

Augusta-Columbia  Extension  Lectures. 

"All  who  attended  the  lectures  in  our  Church  this  week 
were  fully  repaid,  for  every  lecture  was  the  quintessence 
of  scholarship  and  ripe  thinking.  Each  speaker  was  dif- 
ferent from  the  other,  but  each  excelled  in  his  own  way. 
We  were  sorry  to  see  the  end  of  the  series.  These  lectures 
have  done  us  much  good,  and  have  served  to  draw  our 
Church  closer  to  the  Seminary.  We  hope  to  welcome  each 
of  these  speakers  in  our  pulpit  from  time  to  time." 

The  Session  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  adopted 
the  following  resolutions  in  reference  to  these  lectures : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Session  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Augusta,  Ga.,  for  itself  and  on  behalf  of  the  con- 
gregation record  its  appreciation  of  the  course  of  Exten- 
sion Lectures  recently  delivered  in  our  Church  by  the 
Faculty  of  Columbia  Theological  Seminary,  and  that  a 
vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  these  gentlemen  for  their  gen- 
erous and  efficient  service  in  the  cause  of  religion." 

"Dear  Dr.  Whaling:  Complying  with  the  instruction 
given  me  by  Session,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  fur- 
nish you  the  above  extract  from  our  last  minutes,  coupled 
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with  the  request  that  you  acquaint  the  brethren  who 
associated  with  you  in  the  work  referred  to,  with  this 
action  of  Session. 

We  have  heard  nothing  but  expressions  of  praise  from 
those  who  attended  the  lectures. 

Trusting  that  the  way  may  be  clear  to  repeat  this  course 
next  year, 

I  remain  most  cordially, 


H.  A.  Flisch, 
Clerk  of  Session. 


Augusta,  Ga.,  December  9,  1916." 


The  R.  L.  Bryan  Co. 
Columbia.    S.  C. 
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